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P U Z Z L E S
B Y M I C H A E L S H A C K L E F O R D

● 

M a t c h s t i c k
TH I S I S S U E’S P U Z Z L E

Consider an infinite number of parallel
lines, spaced one inch apart from each
o t h e r. If you dropped a one-inch match
on this set of lines at random, then what
is the probability the match would cro s s
a line?

AN S W E R TO LA S T IS S U E ’S PU Z Z L E

Two ferry boats leave opposite sides of a
river at the same time, both traveling at
right angles to the shore. Each boat trav-
els at a constant speed, though diff e re n t
f rom each other. They pass each other 500
y a rds from the closest shore. Each boat

takes 15 minutes to unload and re l o a d
passengers. On the re t u rn trip they pass
each other 300 yards from the shore. How
wide is the river?
T H E A N S W E R I S : 1,200 yards 

Solvers (May/June): J. A b r a h a m ,
R . Allen, R. Ayache, D. B a i l e y, D. B a l d w i n ,
F. B e rn a rdi, D. B e rne, T. Blades, D. B o t t e l-
li, L. Cappellano, J. C o ffin, J. C ro o k s ,
L . D e rrick, S. Donohoe, D. E h l e rt, D. E l i a ,
G . Engel, D. E n g e l m a y e r, A. E r l e b a c h e r,
M . Evans, M. F a i l o r, B. F a rnen, B. F e l d-
man, T. F e u ry, C. Fievoli, J. F i n d l e y,
J . Francis, N. Franceschine, D. G l i c k ,
M . Glickman, B. Gugat, S. Gut, T. H a y n e s ,
L . Helfgott, J. H e rd e r, J. J e rome, D. J o h n-
son, J. K e l l y, D. Kidwell, B. Koch, J. K ru l l ,
G . Kuhlmann, B. L a b rosse, D. L e e ,
J . Lemke, C. Lemming, D. L l e w e l l y n ,
D . Lueck, R. M a rcks, B. Markins, D. M c-
C a rt h y, M. M c K a y, S. M e n d e l s o h n ,
R . M o rell, D. Onnen, G. P a p a z i c o s ,
M . P a rm e n t e r, L. Pentek, D. R a s k i n ,
A . Ribaudo, S. Richmond, F. R i c k e r s ,
H . R o b e rtson, S. S a d l e r, G. Samp, R. S c o t t ,
L . Sega, S. Shadwick, R. Shapland, T. S h i v-
e l y, M. Smith, D. S o n d e rgeld, E. S o n-
d e rgeld, J. Sonheim, C. Southall, A. S p o o n-
e r, G. S t a n f o rd, M. S t e i n h a u s e r,
N . Stigliano, R. Stokes, K. S u b r a m a n i a n ,
W. Ulrich, G. Vande Krol, J. Va rc a ,
M . Whinston, K. Whitmarsh, R. Wi l t o n

Please mail all answers and any sugges-
tions for future puzzles to Michael Shack-
l e f o rd, 2600 South Town Center Drive,
#1158, Las Vegas, NV 89135 or e-mail to
w i z a rdofodds@lvcm.com. The names of
those who send correct solutions will be
acknowledged in a future issue of 
C o n t i n g e n c i e s .
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